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Welcome Back Message 
Welcome back students, parents, staff and community members! I am 
excited to start another year of our Strong Community Schools initiative for 
the Buffalo Public Schools.  
  
The focus this year continues to be our intentional efforts to offer our 
families and students stronger integrated supports, higher quality academic 
experience, increased parental and family engagement, and dynamic 
opportunities to stay engaged in after-school programming and in our 
Saturday Academies.  Did you know last year we had over 53,000 attendees 
to our Community Schools programming? 
  
In fact, over the past three years we have had over 120,000 attendees 
engage in our Strong Community Schools programming. To coincide with 
that engagement, we have also seen the majority of our Strong Community 
Schools move to “Good Standing” with New York State Education 
Department.  Also, our work was recognized last year by District 
Administrator Magazine and we were designated a District of Distinction 
because of the work we are doing in Strong Community Schools. 
  
Therefore, as we enter our fourth year in this work, I want to ask that you 
continue to promote the great things happening in our Strong Community 
Schools and in our district and that you look to continue to fulfill your part of 
the Education Bargain.  I am confident that if all of us do our part we will 
have our best year yet! Let’s breakthrough…WE are Strong Community 
Schools!!!   
 
 
Mr. Anibal Soler, Jr.  
Associate Superintendent 

 

  



 

 

Around the District 

Opening Day 2019 – 2020 was a fabulous experience at Frederick Law Olmsted 
High School #156 @ Kensington.  Principal Dr. Michael Gruber and his scholars, 
ranging from 6th grade to senior year, were joined by a host of local dignitaries 
including BOE President Sharon Belton-Cottman, Assembly Majority Leader 
Crystal Peoples-Stokes, Mayor Byron Brown, Senator Timothy Kennedy, NYS 
Regent Dr. Catherine Collins, Common Council University District Rep Rasheed 
Wyatt, Executive Director of Say Yes Buffalo David Rust, BOE East 
Representative Dr. Kathy Evans-Brown, BOE Vice President for Student 
Achievement Dr. Ann Rivera, and BOE Central Representative Paulette 
Woods. The theme of this year is Relationships, Relevance, and Rigor.  That is the 
basis of all achievement, as recognized by the pillars of the Education Bargain.  
 
Adding to the first day celebration, our Assembly Majority Leader, Crystal 
Peoples-Stokes, announced an additional $500,000 in supplemental aid will be 
coming to the Buffalo Public Schools.  We thank her for her tireless advocacy 
efforts that come from her great love of Buffalo and all of its children!  
  

 

 

Summer Camp 

August 16th marked the final day of Summer Camp.  The fifth year of our initiative 
proved to be the best yet!  Through the six week program, we served 1,345 PK-6 
grade students at 31 different sites across the city.  While it’ll be a couple months 
before the Summer Camp outcomes report is complete, the qualitative impact 
can be seen in the countless stories we’ve heard.  
  
Students partook in fun and engaging programming, such as learning about and 
raising butterflies, participating in West Side Rowing’s crew camp, and attending 
weekly hands-on workshops at the Buffalo Museum of Science.  Students were 
able to discover talents, like the group that hosted a Hip Hop Showcase with all 
original student performances, or the group that placed in a competition with their 
business ideas.  Students were able to attend field trips all over WNY, learning 
about geology, immigration, animals and countless other topics.  
  
And of course, these high-quality and experiential programs made a 



 

difference.  They provided stability to children during turbulent times, like the child 
who suffered from anxiety but learned soothing breathing exercises at 
camp.  Staff provided access to much needed services, linking families to mental 
health services, food pantries and health insurance, to name a few.  Camps 
offered structure to countless students who struggled behaviorally, as well as 
guidance and support to their parents.  And of course, the camps helped students 
maintain and build their academic skills.  Not only did students participate in 
academic programming daily, camps also helped students enjoy academics 
more.  One student who hated reading at the start of program, not only 
successfully completed Mayor Brown’s summer reading challenge, but even 
started reading at home.  
  
So while it’ll take a couple months for the dust of Summer Camp to settle, we 
already know it was a wonderful experience for so many students and families in 
our community.  We look forward to telling the story of Summer Camp in the 
months to come.  
  

 

 

 

East Zone 

This summer at East Zone Community Schools, there was plenty of activity for 
students and families. From garden activities to STEM programming, East Zone 
Community School partners and Community School Navigators kept the 
Community School spirit alive and well. At our four East Zone Community Garden 
sites at East Community HS, COC Hamlin Park #74, Harvey Austin #97, and MJD 
Futures #37 there were more than 1,000 visits to our summer garden activities. 
Not to be left out, Community school Navigators canvassed the communities of 
Lovejoy Discovery #43, Charles Drew Science Magnet #59, and BUILD 
Community School #92 passing out more than 1,300 flyers promoting community 
school programs across the East Side of Buffalo. The work of our Navigators and 
Partners are proof that we are east zone Strong! We'll see you soon at an East 
Zone Saturday Academy during the 2019-2020 school year! 

 

  
 

 
  



 

West Zone 

PS 30 Frank A. Sedita Elementary, staff, and students send their gratitude to the 
Daemen YALT Program volunteers. Over the summer, the Daemen YALT program 
through People Inc. assisted the Dragons with their community garden at Frank A. 
Sedita. These wonderful adults dedicated their time and energy to help clean and 
weed out around the school’s flowerbeds and surrounding school grounds. 
Special thanks to Rachel Robertson and her fabulous team of volunteers for doing 
such a tremendous job! 

 

 
 

Welcome Back, Elmer! 

Say Yes, Community Schools, and Lafayette staff welcome Elmer back to 
Lafayette Campus. Early this year, Elmer Santos had an addition to his family 
with the arrival of Baby Matteo Santos. Elmer brings a wealth of knowledge, 
energy, and community expertise to the work and we wish him luck in his 
return and his new start. While Elmer was out being a new father over the 
summer, Luis Maisonet – Community School Navigator at PS3 –has been a 
pillar of support at Lafayette during Elmer’s absence. Luis was able to support 
Lafayette Community Garden’s weekly offerings while managing his own work 
at School PS3. On behalf of the school staff, Say Yes Buffalo, students, and 
community members, we would like to welcome Elmer back and thank Luis for 
being a tremendous help to his colleagues and community. 

  

Meet Mohamad Naser Kulalnas 

Over the summer, Community Schools had the privilege of hosting seven Erie 
County Summer Youth Interns through the Urban League. This year, we had one 
particular intern who has left a positive impression with everyone whom he 
assisted, and we wanted to take this opportunity to give him a shout out. Meet 
Mohamad Naser Kulalnas (far right). Mohamad is a Syrian Refugee who migrated 
to the United States 3 years ago with his family. While interning with Say Yes / 
Community Schools, Mohamad was the point of contact when it comes to 
planting, maintaining, and growing plants in the Community Gardens due to his 
prior knowledge that he gained growing up in Syria in his Family’s farm. During 
the Community Garden programs, he taught participants how to count in Arabic 



 

as well as the basic greetings that are necessary to have a small conversation 
with an Arabic speaker. As a senior at Charter High Schools for Applied 
Technology (CSAT), Mohamad knows that he will be going to college and he 
hopes to continue breaking the cultural barriers in the community through his 
volunteer work and involvement with Community Schools. 

 

  
 

D’Youville College Sponsored I-Prep PS198 Community 
Garden  

Many great partnerships were born and solidified over the summer. One of 
which was the sponsorship of the four Community Schools by D’Youville 
College (DYC). One of the projects that stood out this summer was the DYC 
sponsored I-Prep PS198 Community Garden. Through this sponsorship, DYC 
was able to provide and arrange for having flowerbeds, plants, dirt, and 
volunteers to check on the garden and make sure that it is watered and 
maintained. This partnership is only the beginning of much more to come in 
the near future. 

  

 

South Zone 

Our Community Schools Partners are busy preparing for our first Saturday 
Academy, occurring on Saturday, September 14, 2019.  The program will 
operate from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm.  There will be fun activities such as “Make 
Your Own Pencil Pouch”, “Basketball”, “Healthy Snacks” and “Lawn Games” to 
name a few.  Come join the fun!! 
 
In addition to the Academy this month, Best Self Behavioral Health is preparing 
for the operation of our Afterschool Program for the upcoming school year.  The 
program will begin on October 16, 2019 and operate from 3:00pm until 5:00 pm 
each day. Applications will be available the first day of school and must be 
returned by September 20th for acceptance and transportation to begin on 
October 16, 2019.  We are excited to offer another wonderful year of Afterschool 
Programming! 

 

  



 

Parent Centers 

Parent Centers were sizzling this summer as we offered for the first time ever, our 
Family & Community Field Trips. Canalside, The Buffalo Science Museum, The 
Colored Musicians Club, and WUFO were some of our stops. We celebrated the 
end of summer with Family Day at the Buffalo Bison Game. Stay tuned for more 
fun engaging learning opportunities!! 

 

  

Northeast Zone 
This summer, students had the opportunity to learn and participate in a host of 
gardening and STEAM activities over on the Bennett Campus. Inquisitive students 
learned about the various types of herbs and it’s uses. There were restorative 
circles, arts and crafts and harvesting of the crops. Some students were amazed 
at how delicious the vegetables were while tasting the cherry tomatoes right off 
the vine. If you are interested in assisting in the community garden, would like 
more information on their activities or if you would like to receive some of the frest 
vegetables, contact Community School Navigator Joyce Stilson 
at: Jstilson@sayyestowducation.org.  
  
Over on North Park Community School Campus families gathered weekly at the 
Farmers Market to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables, grab a bite to eat and 
enjoy musical sounds of local artists. There were  health and wellness activities 
and information as well as large lawn games for all to enjoy. The Farmers Market 
will continue throughout September and October on Thursday’s 4pm-7pm and 
some Saturday’s from 9am-12pm.  
  
September 6 is their free community showing of the movie “Finding Nemo”. There 
will be Nemo crafts, games and free popcorn. It all starts at 7pm on the lawn of 
North Park Community School Campus, your four legged pets are invited too.  For 
more information contact Community School Navigator Megan Lewis 
at Mlewis@sayyestoeducation.org    
  
At the Dr. Lydia T Wright School of Excellence their Eagle mascot and Ready 
Freddie paid a visit to show their support in the importance of having excellence 
in school attendance at their recent Ready Freddie Event. A great number of 
families came out in support with their little ones too. Students received a healthy 



 

snack, took a tour of their new rooms, met their Teachers and learned about 
school bus safety while on an actual school bus. What an exciting event.  For 
more information on  Dr. Lydia T. Wright School of Excellence Saturday Academy 
programming contact Community School Navigator Amanda Brown 
at Abrown@sayyestoeducation.org  

 

 


